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Bulgaria Knew of Plot 5o mormsns m, i |

After the American U-2 spy .plane was shot down.|

: 1 over the Soviet Union in 1960, Soviet leader Nikita S.
On P Ope’ CIA COHCludeS Khrushchev withdrew an invitation to President
. _ : S ‘ Dzwight-l). Eisenho:;zr t&:isiéilloseow It was not until '
y . . 12 years later, in 1972, that Richard M. Nixon become"
Sofia Had Advance Information, but Neither It the firat postwar US. President to g0 o thé Soviet
0y [y nion. AN T o R s
Nor Moscow Instigated Attack, Agency Believes "o extremely sensitive nature of a possible Bulgafi-
. an-Soviet link to the assassination attempt has led to
By ROBERT C. TOTH, Times Staff Writer %uggt;ti%n& by some intelligence analysts thantf the.
WASHINGTON—The Central secret police and intelligence net-- b]ni.mjng mmgmml,-nm?&m Popeawa& a:g;g"
Intelligence Agency .has conclud- work, the KGB, when John Paul worsening Soviet- American relations. Marvin Kalb, the
ed—with what is said to be 99%  was shot. Thus, Andropov would NBC News correspondent who has been in the forefront
certainty—that officials of the Bul-  have had the ultimate responsibility - i Teporting the. “Bulgarian connection,” said in a
garian government had advance for the attack if—as some have . broadcast ‘last week that'CIA officials‘in Rome have
knowledge of the assassination at- alleged—the KGB had ordered the ,mn]ym\mﬁmmmmmem' ~
tempt against Pope John Paul I by  killing of the Polish Pope because of s . : . ‘ -
Turkish terrorist Mehmet Ali Agca,  his support of the Polish independ-  Anti-Communism a Facter. ' :
with whom Bulgarian intelligence ent trade union Solidarity against . The Administration’s ‘deep  anti-communism and
agentawere working inRame.  * ;- the Communist regime in Warsaw.  antipathy to Moscow would seem likely to push it
- However, the CIA is also con- . “Reagan could nevér meét An- (oward exposing the Soviets for such a terrorist act,
vinced that neither the Bulgarians ~ dropov if it was proved unequivo- however, instead of trying to cover it up, a U.S. official

nor the Soviet Union instigated the  cally that the Bulgarians, and gaid And there are indications that senior Administra-
attack, which occurred 20 months  therefore the Soviet KGB, was tion officials moved in that direction, at léast initially.

ago, agency officials have said in  behind the plot to kill the Pope,” 8~ For example, Alexander M. Haig Jr. who 'was

reports within the U.S. government.  US. official said. “Even if a strate- gacretary of state when the shooting occurred and who
No “smoking gun,” or absolute 8IC arms agreement were negotiat- yiewed the Kremlin as the prime supporter of interna:

proof of Bulgarian complicity has  ed. it would be politically impossible  yional terrorism, ordered an urgent search for evidence -
been found by US. intelligence for Reagan to sit down with Andro- 'of Sgviet compiicity even before the first signs of a -

officials. Nonetheless, The Times POV. . .. “Bulgarian connection” appeared. :
has learned, CIA specialists believe It would be like the U-2 affair in CIA Director William J. Casey was
that Bulgarian intelligence agents

‘ reportedly
sympathetic last year to arguments, brought back from |

|

knew Agca was bent on killing the Rome by an influential Senate Intelligence Committee
Pope but regarded him as an unsta-- | staff member, that the Soviets ultimately were guilty of
ble person who probably would be | thecrime. . .* - R R L

captured. - o Sev«.-mlucxs-iuciamsoff of at:: octilA conFﬂrusions u!:iave been

. made by U. icials ers. one thing, very

Accosserios Before the Fact little evidence has been unearthed to connect Agca to

Thus, CIA analysts have rea- gun and drug trafficking, unlike the other main
soned, the Bulgarians would not Bulgarian and Turkish characters involved, it was said.
have actively involved themselves There is overwhelming evidence, on the other hand—
in Agca’s plotting, even if they had including his admitted .assassination of a.moderate
been interested in such an assassi- - Turkish editor —that Agca coulq be hired to kill.
nation. . - .

“The CIA conclusion makes the Would Protect Security . L
Bulgarians—and by extension the More broadly, critics of the CIA assessment find it
Soviets, who control the Bulgari- implausible that the Bulgarians would bave permitted .
ans—accessories before the fact,” a . such an operation to go forward if they believed. Agca
source said. “It dilutes their guiit, was likely to get caught and thus might expose his links,
but not very much.” S whatever their nature, to Bulgarian intélligence. - g
- If this CIA assessment of the | Publicl):,meCIAhuhadno'eommeqt'onm;
still-simmering controversy is dealing with the issue. The:matter. is an international
adopted by the White House, Presi-- legal issue in the hands of-the-Itlian government, a -
dent Reagan would probably still spokesmansaid. . o . o0 0T

‘feel free to take part in a summit According .to sources, this i:a government-wide -
meeting with Soviet leader Yuri V. policy based ori a decision made at the highest levels of -
Andropov—something an American ' the Administration several months ago that no Ameri- |

- President would have found -diffi-- can impetus would be given to the assassination’ story fr
cult to do if direct Soviet involve- for fear that it would play into Soviet hands. - o
ment in an attack on the Pope had
been established. LGNTINUED

~Andropov was head of the Soviet
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“Moscow was already calling it a CIA plot, and for us

to push the story in any way would suggest that we
were behind it,” a source explained.

There is no doubt that the CIA has been following the
issue intensively, through its agents in Europe, its
contacts with the Italian and other friendly mt.elhgence
agencies and its analytic experts here.

Chose Not to Stop It

Its conclusions, which have been dlscussed unth key

members of the Administration as well as a handful of
congressmen, are said to include:

—There is 39% certainty that the Btngarians—and by
inference the Soviet KGB, which has controlling ties to
the
intended to shoot the Pope but apparently chose not to
stop him. Agca’s public threat to kill the Pope- during

John Paul's visit to Turkey a year earlier had been °

front-page news because Agca was already a convicted
assassin who had broken out of prison.

—The three Bulgarians who have been implicated—
onenowinanltahanjaxlandtwowhorefuse to return
from Bulgaria for by Italian authorities—
were intelligence agents with, whom Agca was working
on some unknown matter. Presumably, it involved
drugs and arms smugghng Bulgarian mt.emgence is said
to be heavily involved in such smuggling in cooperation
with Turkish right-wingers, including Beklr Celenk,
who allegedly offered Agca $1.2 million to kill the Pope.

—Agca was “a known crazy,” according to.one U.S,
official, and too unstable to be included in an assassina-

tion plot, let alone trusted to do the shooting, and almost
certain to be caught. “Agca was operating in coopera-

tion with the Bulgarians but they were not his.

employer,” a source familiar with the CIA's wews said.

Circumstantial Evide-eeOnly T
However, these conclusions rest solely on circum-

stantial evidence and on its analysis, not on any facts -

known only to American intelligence, it was empha-

intelligence agency—knew that Agca .

sized. The odds are overwhelming that the truth will
never be known-with 100% eertmnty. several Sources .

said.
Within the last weék, two news items have added
intrigue to the bizarre story.

%eﬂmitzmwasaTassnewsagencydenmlofanyf :

Soviet involvement in the case. It included an attack on
three Western journalists for publicizing the allegations:

Claire Sterling, who first raised the possibility of a -
Bulgarian connection- in ‘a - Reader’s Digest article;+

-

former State Department anti-terrorism specialist Mi- :

chael Ledeen and Robert Moss, a British journalist.

NBC's Kalb was not mentioned, which tends w-add '

credibility to the facts as well as the tone of his
reporting. He has said that “a great deal of evidence,”
although some is circumstantial, links the attempted

killing of the Pope “to the political and diplomatic needs -

of Red Square. A Soviet connection - isstrongly.v

suggested, but it cannot be proved.”

.

" The second item, a New York Times article, said that
Paul B. Henze, a former CIA station chief in Turkey,
was hired by the Reader’s Digest after the shooting to
investigate Agca's background. His research was used
in Sterling’s account. Henze was quoted as saying that
he -later sold his research to NBC News and to

- Newsweek, the Times article said, adding that the New
York Times also pmd a fee far Henzes research
'matenal

' Kalb said that Henzes research .contributed only

"about 5% to his two hourlong programs. He. said he

suspected that it was also of mmor value to t.he Reader 8
Digest.
Nonetheless, t.he fact of Henze's com.ributjon may, be ‘

-used .by the Soviets to. support their claim that

allegations of a “Bulgarian connection” were a CIA plot

- fromthestart,awordingtosomeU.S officials.”
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